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- Senator Quizzes
' . Pentagon Aide on

| Committee informed, the Senate |

jconsent’” on foreign policy; the
*" |tArkansas Democrat said.

| Sylvester said he agrees with

should “give up any pretense
of being even a junior partner
in the protess of advice' and

Sylvester on Stand

- Fulbright was provoked when
the leadoff witness, Assistant
‘Defense Secretary Arthur Syl-
jvester, declined to discuss the
Thailand issue in public.

Fulhright that the Senate should :

but sajd he would discuss "

mainly by editors, and that this
is necessary. ;
But he charged that this edi-

torial judgment too often is ini|

fluenced by the government.
“Many prominent newspapers

. are almost agents or adjuncts):

of the government. They don't
raise questions about policy,”
he said. - ‘
.One explanation, he suggested,
is that many big newspapers

own television stations and sof

are “very sensitive” to the

be consulted on foreign policy rgdvernment’s viewpoints be-

cause of TV licensing regula-

‘Credibility Gap’

Sen. J. W. Tulbright com-
plained today that the Johnson
administration is keeping Con-
gress and the public in the dark
about the threat -of' war in
Thailand,  *’ '

“We ought to know what we
ar¢. getting into,”” Fulbright
said as his Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee opened a
Lhearing on the so-called “credi-
bility gap” in the administra-

cies.

wrong in failing to challenge

cident two years ago.

to discuss the
he said.

erations in Thailand

lished facl, he said. -
\Tght said, "

tion’s public information peli-
Fulbright said he had been’

President Johnson’s expansion
of the Viet Nam war back in
the days of the Tonkin Gulf in-

It looks now as if the deep-
ening U.S. military commit-
ment in Thailand may lcad the
country into another conflict,
but the administration refuses
question publicly,

:to  their bases.

The Senate and (he publie
have a right to know the im-
plications of U.S.. military op-
before
a. war erupts and the country
s presented with an accom-

“I don't want lo be a rubber :g)o'

¢, administralion’ ™
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,sion of the committee. ;
" The committee called the!
‘hearing to examine charges that
.the Defense Decpartment and
-the administration generally at-
‘tempt to “manage’ the news of
‘the Viet Nam war.

;. Sylvester denied that there.
.is news management by the ad-
{ministration. He said the De-
fense Department always tells
jthe whole truth about the war.;
! The only restrictions on cover-:
rage of the war are the volun-'|
tary -agreements by reporters
in Viet Nam to withhold in-
formation of value to the enemy,
-until it is released, he said. !
© An example, he said, is de-’
‘layed reporting of bomber .
flights until* the planes return:
There is no:
*censorship and this is the most.

tory, he said. .

The only management of
news occurs in editorial offices
of newspapers and television -
and radio statlons, he said,
adding that it always will be’
necessary for editors to .ex-
ercise judgment gbout what

LI

thoroughly reported war in his-.’

news to print and how to re-.

t it. S e
ulbright agreed: that “news./a8

Furthermore, he said, ‘‘the|

government has ways of being
very flattering to the people
who manage the news."

. “You have a very [riendly{

press here in Washing(on," Ful-
bridgt said, 1g,
there is very little criticism of
the Defense Department in.
Washington neyspapers. o
“Don't Yyou think it is quite
remarkable how far the con-
sensus has gone?”’ he asked.
“We've geen belted here in
Washington,” Sylvester replied,
adding that he sees no signs
that the' pres§ is sensitive to

the power of government regu-|

lation in- television.

" Pefends T'ree Transportation |,

Sylvester ‘defended a program’
under which the Pentagon gave

{ree transportation to Viet Nam]"
to 82 newsmen between July,}-
1964, and August, 1965,
‘When the program began, he: . .
said, there was relatively little,l
news coverage of the war and:
the government decided to stim-

ulate interest in order to keep:
the public informed. 1
Fulbright read from an Eve-
ning Star editorial of Aug., 24,

; ollows: “This newspaper, _i_.ij

almnis ool

‘management”

i avbes bt b

18- ' exercised ;'
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contending that|
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common with most' of -the na-
tions —major newspapers,
makes it a practice --not to
travel on government-provided
transportation whenever there
'is commercial transportatxon
" lavailable.,! .

: Sylvester said - The Star did
lin fact accept government trans-
‘portation to Viet Nam, even
[tHough commercial transporta-

‘tlon was available.

There is nothing wrong with
ithis, he maintained, telling Ful-
Jbright that there is not a single
{major newspaper in the country

" . ‘that has net accepted transpor-

tation.

", Asked whether the Waqhmgton

‘Post had accepted such favors,
Sylvester said “‘an adjunct” of
ghg Post, Newsweek magazme,
i
' Fulbnght said this mform.'\-
ton indicated that the’ editor .of
“The Star~‘just didn’t know what
his own paper was doing,” and
‘remarked that The Star often
:is misinformed when 1t cntl

- jeizes him editorially.

Clark’s Chargcs R

- Sen. Joseph Clark, D-Pa., was

rougher on SylVester.

ld news policy 'in
5 “barbarous . .-,

mampulatlve + . . lacking- in

“candor and largely responsible ;

'for the gap in credibility.”, -
He said some rcpmlors who

" {reccived free transportation to| .
|Viet Nam wrote\storics *‘pretly

much as trained seals.” ~ '
Sylvester said Clark was dead
wrong and was libeling a large
number of newsmen,
Fulbright again raised ' the
jissue of whether Sylvester said| -
a government has a rlght tolie

. - to save itself.

Sylyester denied ever ‘making
suct¥a statement, and said *no
government ofﬁcial ever. has the

I right to lie”" 5

:tioweer, o sald of aficisls)

have the duty to protect the|
country and in the nuclear age
may be justified in withholding
some information temporanly
for security reasons.

Another Issue
Fulbright, also questioned the

poll that &7 percenf of the Amer-
ican people believe the govern-:
ment only: sometimes tells the;
(ruth "about Viet Nam and 13
{percent believe - the truth ls- al-'
most never told. " -

Sylvester - questioned the 'val_-
xdnty of the polll& 2

propriety of having . control of

described as an official of the;
U.S. Information Agency.

years ago and now reports di-
recily to the State Department.?
It is unfair to criticize this

it is normal practice for the
U.S. ambassador in any coun-

> Sylvester ‘said Zorthian was]|
detached from USIA about two’

arrangement, he said, because

tion operations.

Although Zorthian Is in over-]
all charge in Saigon, Sylvester
said, military information is!
directed by Col. Rodger Bank—
son of the Army.

basis for a charge by Wes Gal-

ter conducts _a “guerrilla war’’,
against Amerlcan news Corres-
‘! pondents in Viet Nam.,

py” with the Pentagon ever!
since the Cuban missile crisis|
of 1962, Sylvester said.
Sylvester denjed as baseless
charges that newsmen Wwho!

derfied cooperation in covérmgl
the war m Vlet Nam. ' . .|

Sylvestcr‘Sees a Problem
"There .is a problem, he saxd

try ‘to contrel public mforma- ’

Sylvester said he knows of no! -

lagher, general manager of the} g
Associated Press, that Sylves-| -

(rallagher has been “unhap-‘

write unfavorable stories are .

about stories, and pictures pre
senting. a distorted view of the!
war. through dramatization ' of]
isolated incidents such as phos

tos of - soldiers abusing prison-

public information in Saigon'un-' -
der Barry Zorthian, whom he!
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